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1" Drumheller, Alberta 
In September 1935, five Ursuline Sisters of the Ursuline Religious of the Chatham Union 
arrived at 175 Third Street West in Drumheller. Alberta 
to begin fifty years of service in the Dinosaur Valley .. They were Mother Bernice Byrne, 
Superior, Mother Fabian Goldhawk, Mother Hyacinthe Rensonet, and Mother Paschal Cassin. 
Our Ursuline Annals of St. Angela's Convent relate that Rev. N.R. Anderson, the Pastor 
had made the request for the Ursuline Sisters to minister in Drumheller. The people of the parish 
were very kind to the Sisters and showed it in practical ways. " Every day vegetables, eggs, pies, 
cake, fruit were bought to our door" " A very touching incident in connection with these generous 
donations occurred our first week here. A timid knock was heard at the kitchen door. On 
opening the door, we beheld the Bond Twins , Jack and Patricia, six years old with a parcel 
containing two lovely bath towels. Patricia handed the parcel saying "This is from Mommy and 
Dad and then handing a quarter said, "This is from Jack and me." When asked where she got it 
she said"Grandma gave it to us to spend." Needless to say, no donation was more lovingly 
appreciated." 
The primary r-ole of the Sisters was to prepare children for First Communion and 
Confirmation in the area of Rosedale, Munson, East Coulee, Nacmine and Wayne. Catechism at 
Rosedale drew twenty pupils each week and Mother Fabian organized a Rhythm Band for those 
in Grade 1, 2.and 3 .. In the convent a Kindergarten was set up. The visiting ofhomes was begun 
and soon a class of eighteen boys and girls ranging in age from ten to sixteen was being instructed 
for their First Holy Communion. On December 3ro 1935 the play "The Maid ofDesenzano" was 
presented by the children of the Religion classes under the direction of the Sisters. 
On December 8th the eighteen children who received their First Communion were 
honored with a luncheon at the convent.. This certainly made the day memorable for the children. 
Prior to coming to Drumheller, Mother Hyacinthe Rensonet was registered at the 
University ofToronto for the academic year 1934-1935. During this period, she took seven 
Social Science courses with a specialty in Social Work. These embraced Principals of Social 
Work, Case Work Studies, Community Organization and Child Guidance. 
Sister Hyacinthe and three other Sisters taught Catechism and visited the homes of the 
children being taught. Sister Ethelbert Daniel joined the Sisters of Drumheller after the Easter 
holidays and served as their Homemaker. In September 1936, Miss Marguerite Neville of 
Drumheller, became an Ursuline Postulant and served in the Ursuline Community until her death 
in Chatham 2004. Sister Marguerite taught school for many years in Alberta and Ontario. 
Between 1944 and 1949, Sister did Social Work and Catechetics in Drumheller. 
During her ten years in Calgary, Sister Marguerite was a faithful volunteer in many parish 
activities, and city projects which assisted the disadvantaged.. She continued to do charitable 
works when she moved to Edmonton in 1985. (Tree of Life by Sister Margaret Pray, 200 5, 
\ 
On January 5, 1942, a fire occurred in the basement classroom and the firemen were able to put it 
out. The Sisters and the convent were spared. The classes were taught in the Church.. That no 
one was hurt was considered a miracle. 
The Music School continued to grow and in Mother St. Edwin's time in 1941 piano, 
violin, guitar, cello and singing lessons were taught. Mother St. Edwin also filled in as Organist at 
the Church .. IN 1943 a Kindergarten was opened and a room was arranged in the basement.. 
Nineteen children registered for Kindergarten .. 
Money was scarce, however, monetary gifts appeared from time to time and they did help 
greatly. 
St. Anthony's School opened in Drumheller in September 1959. Since construction was 
not complete, senior classes were held in the Armories September 1 -21 and Junior classes were 
taught in the Church hall September 1 -November 17 .. 
Members of the Catholic Women's League of St. Anthony'ws Church, took a great 
interest in the wellbeing of the Sisters and those who were in the school.. Mother Anna Marie 
Colton was Principal and taught Grade 10 . 
. 
The shortage of Sisters resulted in the closing of the Drumheller convent in 1990 .. The 
Sisters who served in Drumheller over fifty-five years never forgot their many memories of the 
pupils, the families and the friends they made there. The ministries in which they served included 
Teaching, substituting in the Drumheller Elementary School, Administering and teaching at St. 
Anthony's School, making items for bazaars, Pastoral Ministry, Music classes, Visiting the sick 
in hospitals, home visits, Catechetical instruction.and Social Work in the area the Sisters served. 
One Sister made regular visits to the Drumheller Penitentiary where she would teach some of the 
inmates. 
This material was collected from research done by Sisterr Marguerite Neville, formerly 
from Drumheller, The Ursuline Annals, 1935-1990 and The Tree of Life by Sister Margaret Pray 
following Sister Marguerite's death in 2005. 
